


Astronomers' Days 2024 Recap

Astronomers' Days 2024, held from May 20-22 in Vaasa, Finland, stood as the nation's foremost
conference on astronomy, bringing together senior and junior Finnish astronomers, along with
enthusiasts, to share and discuss cutting-edge research in astronomy and space physics.

Organizing Committees

The event was planned by the Scientific Organizing Committee, chaired by Dr. Mélina Poulain, and
included esteemed members Dr. Mikael Granvik, Dr. Tuomas Savolainen, Dr. Elina Lindfors, and
Dr. Panagiotis Charalampopoulos. The Local Organizing Committee, consisting of Riku Rautio,
Dr. Karri Koljonen, Emma Mannfors, Dr. Anne Virkki, Pouya M. Kouch, and Dr. Quentin Salomé,
ensured smooth logistical execution.

Invited Speakers and Their Contributions

The conference featured three prominent keynote speakers:

● Dr. Foteini Oikinomou (Norwegian University of Science and Technology) delivered an
insightful 45-minute talk on multi-messenger astronomy, covering recent developments
regarding high-energy neutrinos, ultra-high-energy cosmic rays, and the significant roles
AGNs, GRBs, and TDEs play in high-energy astronomy.

● Dr. John Antoniadis (FORTH Institute of Astrophysics, Greece) presented the ARGOS
project, focusing on continuous wide-field sky monitoring in the radio band, real-time data
alerts, and contributions to understanding dark matter, dark energy, and fast radio bursts.

● Prof. Colin Snodgrass (University of Edinburgh) discussed recent advancements in comet
research, emphasizing the JWST observations and the upcoming ESA Comet Interceptor
mission.



Special Sessions

The conference included several special sessions:

● Metsähovi Radio Observatory 50-Year Anniversary: Dr. Joni Tammi provided an
overview, Dr. Tuomas Savolainen introduced a cutting-edge triple-band receiver, and Dr.
Derek McKay discussed the observatory's interferometry capabilities.

● FINCA Session: Dr. Petri Väisänen highlighted FINCA's role in Finnish astronomy and
future plans.

● Nordic Optical Telescope (NOT) Session: Prof. Seppo Mattila reviewed the telescope’s
scientific contributions and future developments.

● Astronomy Outreach Activities: Dr. Pasi Nurmi discussed public engagement and
strategies to inspire future astronomers.

● Annual Meeting of the Finnish Astronomical Society: Members discussed society
activities and the goal of organizing a large-scale Nordic astronomy conference.

● Väisälä Prize for the Best PhD Thesis: Prof. Hannu Koskinen awarded Dr. Armin
Nabizadeh, who presented his work on observational studies of accreting X-ray pulsars.



Scientific Talks

A total of 43 science talks, each 15 minutes long, covered a broad spectrum of topics including
high-energy astrophysics, transients, galaxies, the Sun and Solar System, stars and the interstellar
medium, and gravitational waves.

The detailed program of the conference as well as the titles of the talks are listed at the end of this
recap. The abstracts are also listed on our webpage. The slides of AD24 are found here.

Social Programs

The conference also featured enriching social programs:

● Monday Evening: A visit to Meteoria Söderfjärden, an impressive museum at a meteor
impact crater site.

https://www.ttseura.fi/ad2024/programme.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1w-rqnzkiSiStgVNAToHWEuntBRv6Qa4h?usp=sharing


● Tuesday Evening: A cruise through the Vaasa archipelago, culminating in the
seafood-themed social dinner on one of the thousands of islands of the Vaasa archipelago.



● Wednesday Evening: An outreach talk by Dr. Elina Lindfors at the University of Vaasa,
organized with the help of the Kvarken Space Center.

Conclusion

Astronomers' Days 2024 was a resounding success, fostering collaboration and knowledge
exchange among Finnish astronomers and enthusiasts. The conference underscored the dynamic
and evolving nature of astronomical research, highlighted significant scientific advancements, and
reinforced the importance of continuous engagement and outreach to inspire future generations.
With over 60 participants and a wide array of scientific discussions and social activities, the event
exemplified the vibrant and collaborative spirit of the Finnish astronomical community.

Pouya Kouch,
President of the Finnish Astronomical Society



The detailed program of AD24 along with the talk titles are given below. The slides of the AD24
talks are found here.
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